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Editorial  
Robert Cross 

 

Thanks to all contributors to this issue of the newsletter.   Since the last edition 
there have been several club events which I was unable to attend.  However I 
was able to go on the trip to the vintage VW Festival at Bad Camberg in 
Germany.  As this was my first ever sojourn to Germany I was somewhat 
apprehensive as to what type of food to expect.  Jean was not accompanying me 
on this trip, the last thing she said to me as I left home was ôDonõt get arrested!õ 
I will not go into great details about the trip here as there are numerous photos 
and accounts elsewhere in this edition.   
 
One thing I would like to do is, on behalf of those who went, to express our 
thanks to Rob Loughrey for the organisation of the trip; a task he had to 
undertake twice, as after he had made the original arrangements the initia l 
carrier (BMI Baby) cancelled flights to  the area of  Germany we needed from East 
Midlands.  Rob therefore had to rebook with FlyBE from Birmingham.  After we 
had all met up at Birmingham airport and were bussed out to the plane it was 
quite surprising to see that it was a Dash 4 ð a plane with propellers.  I donõt 
think the two pilots were called Guy Gibson and Douglas Bader!  I know this will 
be puzzling to the younger club members ð so you will need to read up on your 
RAF history.   
 
On arrival at Frankfurt there was an hourõs delay in acquiring the hire cars.  
When we did get them it was somewhat ironic that none of them had been 
manufactured in Germany but were alphabetically consecutive viz Renault, Seat, 
Toyota.  I wonder if we had arrived earlier we might have been allocated ð Audi, 
Bentley, Chrysler?  At this juncture I would like to thank the three chauffeurs, 
Brian Screaton, Jeremy Bromley and Rob Loughrey.   
 
After an enjoyable four days, despite Saturday being Loughreyistically ôseriously 
crapõ with rain all day, it was time to come home.  At Frankfurt airport I 
recalled Jeanõs instruction not to get arrested because as I passed through 
security I was held back and taken to a ôholding areaõ where I was scanned by a 
hand-held piece of equipment and  my shoes taken away for analysis.  When 
nothing was found they were returned to me and I was allowed on my way.   
 
You will notice in the future events that two proposed club events have been 
cancelled.  The trip on the Manchester Ship Canal due to lack o f interest and the 
Coventry Run because the organisers have ôpulled the plugõ this year but they 
hope to reinstate it next year.   
 
Those who attended the AGM fully understood the reason why Andrew Dytham 
had not been able to prepare the Treasurerõs Report on time.  He has rectified 
this situation and the report feat ures elsewhere in this edition (we all hope that  
Andrew is slowly coming to terms with his loss.)   



Chairmanõs Chatter 
Rob Loughrey   

 
As mentioned in the last chatter the year seems to be galloping by and for me 
since Easter has been a very busy but enjoyable period.  After the Easter trip to 
Scotland and Stanford Hall, Val and I went on a cruise, something we had talked 
about for a long  time. We only did a week in the Med but it answered our doubts 
and, to be honest, we loved it. I was only back just five days when I had to jet 
off the Florida on a work trip but luckily did manage a few days of sight seeing 
on top of the business, return ing back to the UK on the 11

th
 June. I was back at 

work one week till Val and I  drove up north to attend the Cabrio AGM and 
weekend away which this year was held in the Ribble Valley and the forest of 
Bowland, a beautiful if not so well known area of Lanc ashire that I would best 
describe as the Yorkshire Dales meets the Lake District.  The weather forecast 
was horrendous for the entire weekend and I was almost dreading the trip north 
on the M6 but, as it turned out, we had a really nice weekend, with weath er 
that was dramatically better than that predicted although not exactly flaming 
June!  Three days back at work and it was flying off again on the club trip to 
Germany and the VW Vintage Treffen at Bad Camberg.    Seventeen members 
made the trip with 15 fl ying out of Birmingham on the afternoon of Thursday 
June 25

th
 to meet up with the Shaws who had  decided to travel over in their 

1970 Type 1 Karman Ghia Cabrio to our Hotel and base at the Nassauer Hof in 
the ideally placed and picturesque Limburg au der L ahne.  
 
After getting the hire cars eventually sorted at Frankfurt Airport we made the 
short drive to Limburg. As we had been held up we were quite late going out for 
our evening meal but found somewhere suitable just round the corner on the 
edge of the old town.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Nassauer Hof Hotel on the Banks of the River Lahne  



Friday some members made straight for Camberg and the show. Friday is 
basically a meet and greet day but some traders canõt wait to get the ball rolling 
early on. Val and I and quite a few other members took the opportunity to have 
a wander around Limburg, which has an historical core with plenty of half 
timbered buildings and a very unusual Cathedral known as the Dom.   We 
however could not resist the pull of the VWõs for long and agreed to meet up  
back in the hotel at 1.00pm to make the short hop down the autobahn to Bad 
Camberg and the VW Treffen.  
 
The show is held in the sports field of the town and only accepts VWõs and VW 
based coach builds etc that were built before 1957  onto the show ground. 
Despite the Friday being a meeting day it was clear there was already a fair few 
cars on site and as one would expect some very unusual ones.  The weather was 
far from flaming June with the odd shower giving very similar conditions to those 
experienced at the last show four years ago.  The enthusiasm refused to be 
dented however with many smiling faces and  accents and languages from all 
over the world being heard. This is truly an international event.  
 
After quite a few tours around and lots of talking to friends and colleagues we 
made our way back to Limburg and agreed to meet for our evening meal. After a  
brief rest we could be found enjoying the evening sunshine outside in the street 
before enjoying our meal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The odd drink or two helps the group relax while picking their evening meal. 
We did go inside to eat as the temperature dropped once the sun had gone!  



Saturday we hoped the weather would be kinder than Friday however this was 
not to be as despite a brighter start the clouds soon appeared and I think before 
we reached the show we had seen rain.  As you know rain does have a way of 
ruining these outdoor events but with the aid of a huge marquee we managed to 
pop out and enjoy the cars and the trade stands during the dry intervals and it 
has to be said at some of the not so dry periods. The cars as always were 
fantastic and thi s volume of vintage VWs can only really be found at this kind of 
event held in Germany.  A walk into the attractive old town was the order of the 
day at lunch time and an impromptu meeting of members and other British 
colleagues occurred at our favourite c afé.  After venturing around the excellent 
if expensive trade stands in the later part of the day it soon was time to head 
back to Limburg and yet another group meal.  
 
Saturday incidentally is the main day for the event which is unusual for us Brits 
as our shows tend to have Sunday as their prime day.  Star car of the day for me 
was the replica Berlin to Rome VW based race car which has been lovingly 
recreated by the Grundmann family of Hessish Oldendorf fame. They were also 
displaying the finished restored  VW38 which was shown as discovered two years 
ago at the Hessish event. This is considered to be the oldest Beetle in the world.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VW Typ 60K 10 Berlin -Rome Racer with the VW 38 in the background.   The 
Race was never run as the 2nd World War got in the way.  The VW 38 was 

discovered in Lithuania, almost certainly driven there by a Russian after the 
end of the war!  

  



Sunday again started dull but it soon seemed to improve. As the weather 
improved so did the mood of the show visitors. We had decided to go back to 
Camberg and enjoy the last few hours of the event which generally seems to 
break up by lunch time. The weather by mid morning had become really warm 
and sunny. I used this time to take more photographs and hit the trade stands. 
Even with a late car like my 78 Cab, good parts can be found, although it has to 
be said prices are typically high.    
 
We arranged to meet at 1.00pm and had decided to make a drive to the nearby 
castle town of Weilbur g.  We visited here four years ago and the town is in a 
picturesque location on the river Weil. The castle dominates the old town centre 
and by the time we arrived in the town square the cafes and eating houses were 
doing a good trade.  We struggled to fin d a place to have some lunch and had to 
go inside which was a bit of a shame as there was a brass band playing.  A very 
typical German town scene for a sunny summerõs afternoon.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Weilberg town square with the café in the background  

 
 
 
 
 

  



From Weilburg we returned to Limburg to enjoy our last evening meal together.  
After the meal it has to be said that the singing commenced and the UKõs poor 
standing in Eurovision was put to rights by some quality songs in the format of a 
quiz between the two tables wi th some of us definitely showing our age.  The 
loudest rendition almost sung word perfect was saved for the terrible Two Little 
Boys - Rolf Harris would have been proud of us!  
 
Monday, our last day, and after a hearty German breakfast we spent some more 
ti me in Limburg before heading off to the Airport via another lovely castle town 
of Idstein, which had a very old centre with lots of beautiful buildings, a castle 
and a witchõs tower dating back to the 11

th
 century.  Well that was about it I 

guess. Another successful trip and I now have the Hessish Oldendorf show in 
mind for June 2013.  
 
Before I finish let me remind you that you should see the Christmas meal details 
within, once again to be held at the excel lent Ashfieldõs Restaurant in Earl 
Shilton. I have booked 36 places so donõt forget to reserve your place urgently. I 
know itõs a long way off but bookings are coming in fast.  
 
I hope to see you at one of the future events.  Have a good summer.  
 
 



New Members  
 

Welcome to the following:  
 
Gary Doig from Leicester 
 
Iain Loveridge from Kirby Muxloe  
 
Stephen Shooter from Mansfield 
 
Jon Timms from Barwell  
 
James Wright from Peterborough  
 

Existing Members  
 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN ASKED TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND 
HAVE NOT DONE SO THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER 

SENT TO YOU. 
 
 

Lost VWs 
 
Since the demise of VW Motoring I do not subscribe to any VW / Audi magazines.  
The simple reason being that ð lowered, shortened, wildly painted, super 
charged, garishly re -trimmed , rust induced, tyre burning, non original cars hold 
no interest for me.  The modern magazines seem purely to concentrate on these 
types of vehicles.   
 
However Amy recently purchased VolksWorld magazine, because it featured a 
couple of pages devoted to ou r Stanford Hall event.  On the letters page I 
noticed one from someone in Leicestershire.  On checking the membership list I 
noticed that the writer, Iain Loveridge, has recently joined LWVWOC.  I am 
therefore reproducing most of his letter in this edition  of the newsletter ð which 
will perhaps assist him in tracing the two vehicles his family used to own.  Let 
me know if you can help him.  
 
ôI have a õ74 Jeans Beetle in very good original condition and I am the third 
owner.  The first was my grandfather.  H e gave it to my mum about 20 years 
ago, a few years before he died.  My mum gave it to me in 2009.  In the 70õs and 
early 80õs my extended family had various air cooled models. I would love to 
trace a couple of our families early VWs.  If anyone knows the whereabouts of a 
412, registration number RJU 422M or a 1500 Beetle registration number 5846 UR 
I would love to hear from youõ.  Thank you, Iain Loveridge. 



Updates 
 
Shock absorber / suspension specialists GAZ now have a bump and rebound 
adjustable damper k it for classic VW Beetles (pre Mcpherson strut) and Type 2s 
(buses). 
 
Damper GTS-2301 will fit Beetles from March 1953 to July 1965 front and rear.  
Damper GT6-2302 (front) and damper GT5-2303 (rear) will fit Beetles 1200, 
1300, 1500 and Type 1 Karmann Ghias from August 1965 to 1979.  (I would think 
that they would also fit later Mexican / Brazilian beetles but have no proof or 
confirmation of this, as I have no wish to raise, lower or modify my Mexican 
Jubilee Beetle).  
 
They cost £51.92 plus VAT each and are guaranteed for 2 years.  GAZ quote 
them as being suitable for; ôspirited road use and full competition use and can 
be adjusted accordingly.õ 
 
Whilst travelling in Germ any alongside Brian Screaton; I remember commenting 
to him about the LGVõs (Large Goods Vehicles) we saw.  Firstly there seemed to 
be far more of the type known colloquially as Wagon and Drag (a rigid lorry 
towing a trailer) than we see in the UK.  Secondly the articulated vehicles 
appeared to be longer than those on British roads.  It w as quite surprising 
therefore to read in an edition of The Leicester Mercury, coincidentally printed 
on the Friday that we were in Germany, that the government is seriously 
considering allowing longer vehicles on UK roads.  The extra length could be 2.05 
metres which would allow lorries up to 18.55 metres to be used.   
 
Certain campaign groups are against the idea.  They suggest that it will lead to 
extra road deaths each year and put many smaller hauliers out of business.  The 
campaigners fear that this le gislation could ultimately lead to the arrival in the 
UK of ômega trucksõ from Europe.  These are huge lorries of up to 25.5 metres 
long and weighing 60 tonnes. (59.05239163 tons approx!) I wonder if it was these 
ômega trucksõ that we saw in Germany? 
 
Skoda is fitting a 1.2 litre TSI turbocharged direct injection petrol engine to the 
Octavia.  Is this fuel economy gone mad?  Although the Octavia 1.2 TSI can go 
from 0 to 60 in 10.8 seconds and can reach a top speed of 119 mph.  
 
Those of you with VW Group DSG and s-tronic transmissions will be well advised 
to make sure that the gear box oil filter is not blocked.  If and when it does 
become blocked it can cause the automatic transmission to slip.  It is quite likely 
that this part is never checked during a routine service. It is possible that the 
dealer may wish to charge for a new gear box when the problem is much easier 
and cheaper to rectify.   



Updates 
 
There appears to be a legal way to buy cheap diesel fuel.  I have recently read 
of a person buying diesel for about 80p a litre.  It is being bought from a truck 
breakers yard when old trucks are being scrapped.  Apparently the trucks are 
brought over from the Irish republic to be broken up.  The scrap value is greater 
here than in Ireland.  Duty would alr eady have been paid on this fuel and the 
scrap yard has to drain it before breaking up the vehicles.   
 
I wrote in a previous edition of the newsletter of the problems certain VAG 
group vehicles are suffering with the ABS / ESP module.  It would appear tha t 
VW are no longer pursuing an expensive replacement for this module but are 
having the pressure sensor in the ESP repaired and modified.  It seems that VW is 
giving 100% goodwill on this part but up to now Audi are not as generous.   
 
Another fault that c an manifest itself on Golfs of a certain vintage (mainly MK 
IV) is that an array of warning lights come on together intermittently.  A simple 
cure can be affected by checking for a bad earth connection.  If the battery is 
removed three earth points can be found under or close to where the battery 
lives.  These are studs with at least one wire crimped with a ring connector.  Use 
emery cloth to restore the studs and rings to shiny condition and hey presto an 
instant cure!  
 
Volkswagen is the only automotive ma nufacturer to produce its own camper van.  
This obviously means it has the same high quality and durability standards as its 
car and van ranges.  This is the California.  
 



Audi at Le Mans 2010 / 2011 

 
On 11

th
 and 12th June 2011 the 79

th
 Le Mans 24 hour race took place.  Last year 

Audi won the race at an average speed of 140.48 mph. Covering a total 3371.5 
miles (397 trips around the 8.5 mile circuit.)  Breaking a record which stood for 
39 years.  Several times during each circuit the car  topped 200 mph.   
 
For 2011 the race organisers decided that the cars needed to be more 
ôenvironmentally friendlyõ and that lap speeds should not be allowed to continue 
rising.  The environmental saving element should not just be restricted to fuel 
but to  tyres and brakes as well.   
 
In 1990 an average vehicle needed 2550 litres of fuel to cover 5000 km.  In 2010 
the efficiency winner used 1875 litres to cover the same 
distance.  In 2008 the average Le Mans competing car 
used 19 sets of tyres.  In 2010 that average dropped to 
11 sets.  In 2011 Audi used a coupe rather than an open 
prototype the ôR18 TDIõ.  Its ultra compact single turbo 
V6 used a single exhaust and thus only one DPF (Diesel 
Particulate Filter) to save weight.   
 
This yearõs race was only in its  first hour when Audi driver Alan McNish, 
challenging for the lead, touched a slower car in one of the fastest corners of 

the circuit, skipped across 
the wide gravel traps at 
almost undiminished speed 
and suffered a huge, half -
rolling impact. He narr owly 
avoiding clearing the 
barriers in to massed 
photographers and beyond 
those the debris fences  and 
packed spectators.   

 
Not quite five hours later, in darkness another Audi driven by Mike Rockenfeller  
had also touched a slower car going off at one of the fastest parts of the circuit, 
reducing his Audi to a 300 metre -long debris field.   
 
The worst ever Le Mans crash took place in 1955 when French driver Pierre 
Levegh, driving a Mercedes, was launched by another car into the crowd.  The 
Mercedes disintegrated and burst in to flames, killing Levegh and 82 spectators.   
 
McNishõs accident began at more than 140 mph; the impact occurred at not 
much less.  At close to 200 mph Rockenfellerõs had the severity and appearance 
of an aeroplane accident.  Both McNish and Rockenfeller survived almost 
unscathed.  The remaining Audi went on to win the race.  



Did You Know 
 

Club President, Brian Screaton, 
used to have an Austin Maxi as a 
company car.  According to DVLA 
records there are currently 241 
Maxis still in use.  I wonder if Brianõs 
is one of them? 
 
 
 
 

On 3
rd

 September 1967 Sweden changed from driving on the left to driving on the 
right.  
 
MIRA (the Motor Industry Research Association); at Nuneaton was built on an old 
RAF Airfield (RAF Lindley).   
 

Work started on April 28
th

 1949.  The first testing service was Belgian Pav  ͕built 
from granite blocks (dug up from a disused midlands tramway).   
 
In the first serious of tests not a single British car was able to complete it 
without something breaking or falling off.  (I have no information if any Beetles 

were tested).  MIRAΩs wind tunnel was opened in 1961 and is still in use today.   
 

The ΨCars of the StarsΩ museum in Keswick has been sold.  The unique collection, 

which includes 5 ΨJames BondΩ 
Aston Martins, 5 Bat Mobiles, Lady 

PenelopeΩs Rolls Royce and the 
original Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.   
 

The buyer, who paid £6.5 million 
is Michael Dezer for his Dezer 
collection museum in Miami.  I 
wonder if when being shown the 

collection the owner said ΨDezer 

all you are buying!Ω 
 
This is because he has retained 

one vehicle ς Del BoyΩs Reliant 
Regal Van. 
 
China has now become Skodaõs largest market and Shanghai Volkswagen is now 
building the Yeti SUV.  



Did You Know 
 
Many of you will have and perhaps still do, use bicycles with Sturmey Archer 
gears.  The name originates from John James Henry Sturmey, born in Somerset 
in 1857. 
 
Before forming the Sturmey  Archer Gear Company in 1902, he published and 
until 1901 edited ôAuto Carõ magazine (started in 1895).  In 1903 he founded 
ôMotorõ magazine; in 1907 the Sturmey Motor Company and in 1908 ôLOTISõ (no 
not Lotus); he died in Coventry in 1930.  

 
In 2006 VW built a three wheeler called ôGX3 
Conceptõ.  It was a front drive trike, designed 
to appeal to Californian kids (although Iõve 
never seem baby goats driving!) It never made 
it to full production.   
 
Now, however Morgan has decided to reinvent 
the three wheel er.  They first started making 

trikes more than 100 years ago, it was a single seat, cyclecar called a ôrun 
aboutõ.  Morgan continued making three wheelers (using J.A.P. Engines) until 
1939.   
 
The new Morgan three wheeler will cost £30,000.  It has a 1982  cc V twin engine 
and a 5 speed gear box driving the rear wheel.  The top speed is reckoned to be 
125 mph.  Iõm not sure that I would ever have wanted to conduct a driving test 
in one!  
 
At this years Goodwood Festival of 
Speed the forest rally stage was 
presented by Skoda as part of its 110 
years of motor sport celebrations.  
Skoda UKõs Andreas Mikkelsen was 
showing off his Fabia S2000 rally car.   
 
 

 
 
The stage was prepared by 1983 world rally 
champion Hannu Mikkola.  At some stage in 
his rallying career Hannu drove for Audi in 
a Quattro S1.  I well remember sitting in a 
Quattro that had been rallied by Michele 
Mouton (it was stationary at the time!)  
 

  



  



Annual Financial Statement 2010 
 
INCOME     2010    2009  
 
Administration   
Membership    784.01   824.26 
Insurance         0.00     30.00 
Corporation Tax           0.00        9.97 
Stanford Hall                   29,768.95          30,401.23 
Transferred from deposit account             2000.00       0.00 
 
Club Event s 
Ten Pin Bowling       0.00       55.00 
Hessisch Trip             1500.00             1500.00 
Wolfenbuttel Trip             1200.00              1200.00 
Camberg 2011             1588.00       0.00 
Welsh Trip               902.81                               0.00 
Brighton Trip                300.00       0.00 
Stanford Hall Fireworks               131.50                             204.50  
Christmas Meal               450.00                540.00 
 
EXPENDITURE 
Administration  
Membership     15.00       0.00 
Postage                            225.55                            149.35  
Photocopying       0.00     68.62 
Insurance               105.00               105.00 
Newsletter Printing             1633.21             1790.43 
Newsletter Postage             192.48   168.03 
Corporation Tax                        3374.91                            3222.06 
Accountants Fees                                     57.50     57.50 
Website                          103.97                              119.01 
Stanford Hall                     10,816.50                            9944.38 
Committee Fuel               734.59              653.77 
Storage Fees                         238.48              944.25 
Miscellaneous                                  17.14                                 0.00 
 
Club Events 
Beaumanor               25.00                 0.00 
Ten Pin Bowling                                        0.00             181.16 
Hessisch Trip                                        0.00                       6093.08 
Wolfenbuttel T rip     0.00                       9675.97 
Camberg 2011           2033.68      0.00 
Welsh Trip           4402.77                                 0.00  
Brighton Trip                                   1690.50     0.00 
Stanford Hall Fireworks            711.58                        570.69  



Annual Financial Statement 2010 
 
EXPENDITURE    2010    2009  
 
Club Events 
Christmas Meal            1282.60                          1530.65  
Room Hire    30.00   25.00 
Event Food            1330.19                       2188.83 
 
Purchases 
Miscellaneous               64.57                        143.16 
Gazebo Upkeep                 0.00              44.66 
Club Stand Chairs                0.00            187.06 
Club Stand Flags     0.00            271.23 
Merchandise                 0.00              62.93 
Shed Upkeep                 0.00                          45.00 
 
 
TOTAL INCOME        38,625.27        34,764.96  
Bank Account Interest   12.31                           13.09  
 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE       29,085.22        38,241.82  
 
 
 
 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2010 
 
OPENING BALANCE 
 
BANK           5801.03  
BANK DEPOSIT ACCOUNT                18,031.07  
CASH             171.87  
TOTAL                   24,003.97  
 
CLOSING BALANCE 
 
BANK                  11,845.01  
BANK DEPOSIT ACCOUNT              16,043.38  
CASH            171.87  
TOTAL                  28,060.26  
 
ôPROFITõ 2010         4056.29           -2313.80   



Promoting the Product ð Das Cabriolet  
(Part Three) 

Richard Copping  
 

Carry on in the normal manner  
Concurrent with the arrival of the 1302 Beetle in the summer of 1970, European 
market brochures moved in the direction of carrying a plain yellow cover, or 
possibly a straightforward image of the car topped and bottomed by a yellow 
frieze. While the enthusiast clique , always besotted by imagery, might think 
such a tweak intrinsically dull, the average talented modern day designer will 
see great merit in such a simple approach, praising the clean and tidy lines as a 
clear way to promote a product effectively.  
 
Text specific to the 1302 version of the Cabriolet was limited to one page, but 
the message was at least verging on the all -embracing. Cleverly, if not entirely 
in the spirit of the code of honesty established a decade ago, the copywriters 
manipulated their words to make it appear that aspects of the Cabrioletõs make 
up which were long -established were brand new. The cynical commentator 
might be bold enough to suggest that just as the honesty of the late Professor 
Nordhoffõs Volkswagen had been overturned by the dubious and near devious 
manipulations of his successor, so too had DDB.   
 
The VW Convertible é has been made even more fun to drive. It now has the 
same lively 60bhp (SAE) engine as the new Beetle. And the same sports car 
chassis with a transverse link axl e and a semi-trailing arm axle at the back.  
And, of course, the Convertible has the same lengthened front end, the same 
reinforced bumpers and the same enlarged luggage compartment. The front 
hood release is in the glove compartment. Lock it, and your belo ngings are safe 
from itchy fingers. Even when the topõs down. 
 
é itõs a car which is meant to be driven by young people ð of all ages.  
One thing we havenõt changed is the Convertibleõs hardwearing top. Itõs 
beautifully made and fits as tightly as the prove rbial drum. Really does keep 
warmth in and water out. And itõs easy to open and close. Inside it has a plastic 
headlining which hides the bows. And all four windows are fully lowerable. For 
a little extra fresh air on the side. (So obviously, thereõs no need for flow -
through ventilation.)   
 
Unlike the European market, US promotional literature continued to feature 
enticing imagery on the cover. One such was enticingly entitled, ôThe Super 
Beetle, weõve made so many improvements theyõre beginning to showõ, and as it 
suggested carried the story of the introduction of the 1302S family, which in 
America were always known as Super Beetles. Overall space allocation to the 
Cabriolet was not that dissimilar to the European offerings. However, while the 
main image used was probably even more evocative of an outdoor and forever 
sunny lifestyle, the text was undeniably shorter, restricted entirely to the 



convertibleõs top. By way of compensation, the copywriterõs story was 
delightfully pithy ð flowery was definitely out  of the window!  
 
ôTake the top down, and youõve got all the sunshine and fresh air you want. But 
put the top up, and youõve got two roofs over your head instead of one. It has 
leatherette on the bottom of the top. And vinyl on the top of the top. Plus an 
inch-thick layer of padding that also cushions sound. And weõve made sure that 
it is just as weatherproof as the sedan. Itõs put through high pressure sprays 
worse than the worst downpours you could ever get caught in. After all, some 
days you donõt get the sun and the moon and the stars.õ 
 
A year later, in 1971, an acknowledgement that Karmann were involved in the 
production of Cabriolet appeared in print for the first time in many years, while 
text for the European market was step -by-step becoming equally quirky and 
entertaining as that offered in the United States. As for the total word -count 
extended to the Cabriolet, generosity was notable by its absence; 106 words, 
not a single one more and fortunately no less.  
 
ôChoose the Beetle ð the VW 1302LS Convertible.  
The Beetle Convertible is as fast and as big as the Super Beetle. With its 60bhp 
(SAE) engine the Convertible purrs effortlessly at a top cruising speed of 
81mph. (If you drive faster you wonõt enjoy the view.)Luggage capacity up front 
has nearly doubled, because the Convertible has the same chassis as the VW 
1302. Otherwise it hasnõt changed. All the reliability of a VW is still there. It 
still has its weatherproof, hand -made convertible top. E asy to open and easy to 
close. Karmann is still ma king its sturdy, sporty body as in the past 22 years. 
Only bigger.õ 
 
As the 1970õs began to gather pace and only those with no interest in matters 
Volkswagen remained unaware that major changes were afoot, the admen 
struggled to offer dynamism in the stori es about a car that they believed to be 
doomed. Nordhoffõs once mighty Beetle had been forced to endure four 
miserable years of Lotzõs procrastination and misrule and realistically its vice-
like grip as the cornerstone of all things Volkswagen was already terminally 
weakened. Although the final incarnation of the Cabriolet, the curved screen 
1303LS, was launched in the all-too brief reign of Lotzõs successor Rudolph 
Leiding, (1971 ð 1975), it was a product of the second director generalõs era. 
However tantalizing the admenõs wordage to sell the tale of a curved screen, 
modern plastic dash Beetle were, phrases such as ôotherwise it hasnõt changedõ 
gave the general game away. Specific to the Cabriolet a debut brochure for the 
1303 range covered it as follows, offering in the process nothing more than a 
careful re -write of what had been said before.  
 
ôThe show-piece of the Beetle family, though is the Convertible é Itõs just as 
fast as the VW 1303S, because it has the same engine. And just as steady 
because it has the same chassis. But many people who like driving in fresh air 
find it so much more exciting than the Saloon. The convertible top is unhooked 



in a jiffy, and folded back. You get all the sunshine and fresh air you want. 
When up, it keeps draughts and r ain outside where they belong. This top is a 
master-piece in plastic and fabric; three layers stitched together by hand, 
fitted by hand for a perfect fit. The chic of the Convertible appeals to the 
young at heart. Itõs gay and breezy. And as a car should be for sporting driving. 
Altogether a little dearer but a lot more fun.õ 
 
As far as general European market Cabriolet coverage went the regurgitated 
1302 story was about it. The Cabriolet had been a special order item for a 
number of years, and after a peri od of offering nothing more than the same limp 
paragraphs to promote it, material quietly dwindled to a near nonexistent 
presence, grossly exacerbated by the reduction in Beetle options to just the 
1200L and allegedly the Cabriolet from the summer of 1975.  However In 
Germany, with Wolfsburg in the back yard, would -be open top customers were 
lucky as they could pick up a white cover brochure entitled ôDas VW 1303 
Cabrioletõ, a piece of print which contained no less than 12 images of part, or 
the whole, of th e vehicle.  
 
ôAdieu, the time has come to say good-byeõ 
Last words on Cabriolet literature go perhaps not surprisingly to Volkswagen of 
America. After all the majority of convertibles were sold in the USA, while 
special edition models designed for that mark et abounded in its final years. Two 
examples have been plucked from the filing cabinet for dissection. One dating 
from 1977 is a generic offering of eight pages with two specifically allocated to 
the soft top. Various plus points are made in a way that sug gested for at least 
one or two copywriters, there was still a little life left in the old dog yet. They 
collectively shouted that the car was the ômost inexpensive 4-seater convertibleõ 
available, but stressed that such an announcement didnõt mean any corners had 
been cut. As a way of illustrating the copywritersõ explanation of the economy in 
the specification without denigrating the product hereõs a rather splendid if 
concise sentence relative to the Cabrioletõs hood. 
 
ôIt flips up and down with the flick  of a wrist. (There are no complicated motor s 
to get stuck when youõre stuck in a rainstorm.) 
 
Best of all though was the copy relating to the age -old asset of a real glass 
window in a cloth and plastic top. Despite the Cabrioletõs longevity and the risk 
of dulling sameness, here was something new!  
 
ôIn addition, the rear window is a real window. Made of glass, not plastic. And 
because itõs glass, weõre able to offer an electric rear window defogger as 
standard equipment ð something no convertible has.õ 
 
Even the Cabriolet related conclusion had a certain sparkle to it. The word 
ôsameõ is present and, of course, the Rabbit was on sale in the USA forever 
heralding the end of Americaõs air-cooled era, but doom and resigned gloom was 
not on the copywriterõs agenda. 



ôUnderneath it all, the same dependable and economical Volkswagen you get 
when you buy a regular Beetle. Which means that this year, you can definitely 
afford not to have a roof over your head.õ  
 
The other ôepilogueõ brochure has been deliberately left until the last even 
though its date of publication pre -dates what has just been discussed. The full 
circle had finally been achieved for VW of America was once more issuing 
brochures specific to the Convertible. Nothing could be more apt than the 1974  
brochureõs title é ôOne of lifeõs lasting little pleasuresõ; subsequent generations 
of collectors have something to search for once more!  
 
Depicting the Cabriolet on its front cover more -or-less in its final guise for the 
market, with both massive wing -mounted indicators and hefty girder style 
bumpers in evidence, the four page brochure indicates all the paint colours 
available, the limited options in upholstery and the single choice of hood 
material, on the back page. The nitty -gritty of the publication c an be found on 
the interior pages set against four further images of the car. As for the text, if 
the DDB style entertains generally, this comes close to the very best of the 
famous magazine adverts. Indeed, the following three blocks of text could easily 
have formed three ads.  
 
ôOur styling is pure pleasure  
Take down the top of a VW convertible and youõre converted. Suddenly youõre 
tooling down the open road in an open car. Sun on your face and fun in your 
heart. But just because weõve flipped our lid, donõt think weõve lost our heads. 
Beneath the sporty, happy -go-lucky exterior dwells a sensible nose -to-the-
grindstone bug. Fully equipped with 25 yearsõ worth of sober Volkswagen 
quality, craftsmanship and reliability.õ 
 
ôOur top is tops 
For openers, check out the VW convertible top. It opens with a few effortless 
flicks of the wrist. (No fancy electrical controls that can get stuck when youõre 
stuck in a thunderstorm.) Whatõs more, itõs a top-quality top. A three -layer 
affair that sandwic hes an inch of padding between the vinyl and leatherette. It 
even overlaps the windshield so itõs leakproof. And it closes tight, to keep the 
outside outside. Plus it features a rear window made of real glass. The only 
other top like it comes with a Rolls -Royce underneath it. And that costs about 
12İ Volkswagens.õ 
 
ôItõs a Sun Beetle. Itõs a Strong Beetle. Itõs a Super Beetle. 
What makes the Beetle convertible so super is that underneath it all itõs a 
Super Beetle. A little car with more than a little going  for it. Like the bottom. 
Itõs tops because itõs completely sealed with steel so that the water, salt and 
dampness of the great outdoors stay outdoors. Plus we apply three coats of 
paint. So corrosion doesnõt have a chance. And our powerful little engine runs 
on precious little. (About 25 miles per gallon.) So even though you wonõt zoom 



by many Porsches, you can zoom along at a respectable clip. Without getting 
clipped at the gas pump.õ 
 
And now a word or two from the Chancellor of the Exchequer  
Last issueõs article quickly illustrated that the Cabriolet brochure collecting 
game can very rapidly deprive the enthusiast of a good proportion of his or her 
spare income. Brochures featuring the work of Bernd Reuters are very unlikely to 
be available for less than  £50 and some can easily weigh-in with a three figure 
price tag. However, all is not lost for the collector on a budget, for promotional 
material of the 1960õs is still relatively cheap, while most, if not all seventies 
brochures are available for no more than £15 and the good and gracious will be 
happy to flog a real gem at less th an Ã10 if itõs a more slender publication.  
Rather than value all the brochures referred to above in a one -by-one orderly 
fashion when the sums revealed are going to be remarkabl y similar, the captions 
accompanying this issueõs imagery tag on a title and an estimated value. 
 
Next Time ....  Joining the Golf Club, which oneõs the best? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new 1302 LS Cabriolet 
was presented hood down, 
facing away in this European 
market brochure entitled 
ôDie Kªferõ. The brochure 
cost û25 at a time when the 
Euro was worth about 69p.  
 



The American market image 
of the new Super Beetle 
convertible works m uch 
better than the one for the 
European market. Thatõs 
despite the fact that the car 
still faces away from the 
camera, and the 
improbability of any right -
minded individual risking his 
or her beloved Cabriolet on 
a surface of such lethal 
looking boulders. The 16 
page brochure ôThe Super 
Beetle ð Weõve made so 
many improvements theyõre 
beginning to showõ cost a 
stunning £8 roughly a 
decade ago. The vendor was 
robbed!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Clever! The 
most unusual 
shot in the 1975 
brochure ôDas 
VW 1303 
Cabrioletõ, a 
publication for 
designed and 
produced for 
the home 
market. As for 
value, this 
eight page 
brochure was 
less than £10, 
but has been 
hole punched 
at some time.  



 
 
 
 
 
The Cabriolet finally makes the 
cover of a US market generic 
Beetle brochure. Although of US 
origin, the eight page brochure 
isnõt that difficult to locate in 
the UK and has a nominal value 
of £10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Full circle! In the USA the Cabriolet 
warrants its own publication. Although 
this 1974 brochure extends to no more 
than four pages and cost a mere £8 to 
buy, this is one that shouldnõt escape 
the serious collector.  

 
 
  



 

Amy Asks... 
 

 
Committee Member ð Andy Fulwood 
 
 
 

When did you pass your driving test and how many attempts did you have? 
1987 ð on the first try  
 
What was the first car you owned?  
Ford Escort MKII 
 
Which car would you love to own? 
Golf R32 
 
Which 5 people, living or dead, would 
you invite to a dinner party?  
Gordon Ramsey, Elvis Presley, Roald Dahl, Tommy Cooper and Enid Blyton  
 

 
What's your favourite film of all 
time? 
The Italian Job  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Name 1 thing not many people know about you:  
I used to be a chauffe ur  
 
If given complete freedom to start afresh, what pro fession would you choose? 
A test driver  
 
If you were about to be executed, what would you have as your last meal?  
Steak and Chips 
 
What 3 things would you take to a desert island?  
Boat, sun cream and a good book  
 
If you could witness any past event what would it be?  
The end of World  War II   

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=774104501&pid=5921405&id=774104501


Elizabeth Grimsley Writes  

 
This picture fascinated me, not only because it is a split screen ôversusõ the most 
modern VW T5, but look at the registration ð first registered in Leicester.  So it 
made me think and wonder who did it belong to first ?  What is its history and 
where is it kept now?  Perhaps itõs in a museum somewhere.  Anyway let me  
throw it open to our members and associates and see if anyone knows anything 
about it ð thereõs a challenge! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We recently camped for a few days at a Caravan Club site at Warwick Race 
Course and picked up this flyer ð some of our Warwickshire members, in 
particular, may be interested to go.  
 
 
 

  



Elizabeth Grimsley Writes  

 
The Morning After ...  
 
A beautiful day with warm sunshine and a clear blue sky.  All was quiet, only the 
marquees were to be dismantled and two or three camping units were dotted 
around ready to leave.  
 
A car with 4 occupants from Birmingham arrived thinking it was a two day event 
ð disappontment all round.  We directe d them to the toilets in the stable block, 
which they were pleased to use.  
 
That was the end of a lovely weekend and we headed north to Cannock Chase, 
Carnforth and Cartmel ð a few nights at each.  
 
I notice several new members who joined at Stanford Hall have camper vans of 
various ages ð how about a  camping meeting at some time?  
 
 
  



Bad Camberg 23 ð 27 June 2011 

Photos supplied by Robert Cross, Nigel Middleton and Jeremy Bromley. 

 
  


